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Such was the upshot of the two years that had passed since the riot in St. Giles'.
There are some who attribute it to the new Prayer Book, withdrawn a year ago, to Charles's mishandling and " duplicity," to the righteous indignation of the Scottish people. Others are suspicious of the curious neatness with which everything worked to the conclusion desired by his enemies, the independence of Scotland under the control of Argyle and his friends, the calling of an English Parliament, embittered by a recent dissolution, with a Scottish army to back its demands. Then, and for fifty years after, there was endless talk of collusion and a deliberate engineering of the crisis. Charles had the rooms of Brooke, Saye, Pym, and Hampden searched for incriminating evidence, but nothing was found. Documentary evidence is still lacking, and one may say that the culprits committed little to paper, or that they had time and motive enough during the next twenty years to cover their traces. On the other hand, one may dismiss the whole thing as an evil-minded suspicion. The important thing is that the Long Parliament was about to sit, that its demands would be irresistible so long as Leslie kept his men in England, that Leslie did not go home until the power of the English monarchy was crippled for ever.
The Long Parliament sat for nineteen years. It outlived the only man who could legally dissolve it, as it outlived Strafiord and Pym, Laud and Essex and Cromwell. Proscription and civil war, co-option and "purges" at the point of the Cromwellian sword, radically altered its nature: Cromwell himself destroyed its House of Lords and expelled its Commons with a file of musketeers; but a ghost survived and came to life again. Of the members who trooped to Westminster in the autumn of 1640, there were one or two who lived to see that last session held in an England which had forgotten Pym and was waiting to give enthusiastic welcome to a second Charles, to adorn itself in ribbons and periwigs, to applaud NeU Gwynne, and provide matter for Mr. Pepys's Diary.